PDHEES

WHAT TREASURES WOULD EXPERTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY
BREAK THE BANK (OR THEIR ZONAL RANGE) TO GET THEIR HANDS ON?

et’s for a moment dare to dream big. Is there a plant you'd be willing to spend an
L entire paycheck on? Some folks might call these selections “coveted gems.” We like

to call them “splurge plants.” What if a certain amazing plant wasn’t hardy to your
particular zone? Would you be willing to set a heater by its side all winter just to have it in
your garden? Or perhaps you've seen a plant in a magazine and drooled over it, but you
haven't had the opportunity to add it to the garden lineup—yet. We at Fine Gardening
have wondered what plant gurus from around the country would choose as their splurge
plant. After all, these are folks who have nearly every plant imaginable at their beck and
call. We were surprised and delighted to see what these well-known titans of horticulture
chose. And before you start thinking this is an article based purely on fantasy, we decided

these all had to be real plants—no blue roses or unicorn trees. Sorry.
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» THE EXPERT

Stacie Crooks is the owner and principal designer at
Crooks Garden Design in Seattle.

A plant worth risking public embarrassment for

name: ‘Silver Surfer’ agave (Agave americana
ssp. protoamericana ‘Silver Surfer’)

ZONEs: 7b-9

SIZE: 5 feet tall and 8 feet wide

coNDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil

NATIVE RANGE: Mexico

A few years ago my neighbors casually announced at a
summer backyard barbecue that they had seen me in my
pajamas and slippers trying to put bubble wrap around
some plant in mid-December while it was starting to
snow. Last year, I took it a step further and donned a
head lamp because it was dark and [ had to protect my
‘Silver Surfer’ agave no matter what. Thank goodness no
one thought to pull out a cell phone and snap a shot to
post on social media.

I bought this amazing plant on a garden tour in Oregon
five years ago because I had always wanted one and just
had to have it. We all know what that feels like. Our
climate in the Pacific Northwest is not well suited for
succulents that thrive in arid, desert-like environments.
But, I thought, my house has a porch with an 8-foot
overhang facing south, ideal for keeping succulents out
of the winter rain and therefore avoiding rot.

For the first two years, my coveted agave lived happily
at this location in its small pot. By the third year, though,
it had doubled in size, and I no longer could get near it
(due to its spiked silver swords), so I decided it needed to
go into the ground. I chose a place in my garden where
it would get all-day sun, then called a few garden friends
I knew would not laugh at me and asked for their advice.
They all said to mix two bags of gravel into the soil

where I planned to plant ‘Silver Surfer’. It has survived
three winters now, and I plan to keep running out in my
pajamas for as long as I can to keep it alive. It is thriving and now producing young plants all around its base.

I live on a favorite pedestrian walk in my neighborhood, and there are many admirers of the agave who comment
every spring about how glad they are to see that it survived another winter. I'm not sure climate change is on my
side, but either way, caring for this agave has brought me great garden joy, making it totally worth the splurge.
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